ORDER OF WORSHIP

March 19, 2023

9 am




GATHERING TO PRAISE

Assisting with Worship: Jaime Carnaggio

*Welcome and Call to Worship
From John 11

How well we know the complaint of Martha and Mary, “Lord if you
had been here!”

So often, it seems you delay. You wait while we languish. Our prayers
seem unheeded.

Our hearts cry out, “Why did you let this happen?”
Yet we know the real question is “What have you done about
all this?”

So with Martha and Mary, we listen to your reply, “I am the
resurrection and the life, the one who believes in me, though he
dies, yet shall he live. Do you believe this?”

And amidst the tumult of the world, we come in faith to worship,
to say, as Martha did, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ,
the Son of God, who has come into the world to save the lost.” In
this hope, we rise to worship Christ Jesus the living Lord.

*Songs of Praise

“Jesus, the Mighty One”
“10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”

*Blessing God

*Song of Praise
“The King in All His Beauty”

*Standing



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

*Greeting and Announcements
Children Kindergarten and younger may go to Children’s Church.

Time with God’s Word
Prayer for the Holy Spirit

John 11: 1-7; 11b-15; 17-27

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and
wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters
sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard
it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again . .. Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” The disciples
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now Jesus had
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep.
Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am
glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their
brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are
the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God.
And that by believing you may have life in his name.



Sermon

Gerrit Dawson
“Lord, If You Had Been Here”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Time of Reflection

*Offertory and Song of Response
“Build My Life”

Please place your offering and prayer requests in the baskets.

Scriptural Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
Based on Advent Lyrics, 9th c.

Gracious Lord Jesus, creator of the world, builder of the House of
God, help the heart-sore. Have mercy on your servants. Think on our
sorrows: how we stumble on, weak at heart, wandering hopelessly.
The house of our lives is in ruins. Yet you are the great Craftsman.
You restore what is broken. You straighten out the twists of our
transgressions. You rebuild what seemed beyond repair. Blessed
and glorious are you, who mounted the cross we built in order to

rebuild your world.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon



INTERCESSION

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

*Song of Response
“It Is Well with My Soul”

*Response

Blessed be the LORD I AM, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, amen!

Prayer Time. Join us at 10.10 am each Sunday for additional prayer in the Prayer
Room. During the Lenten season, Scott Graham will welcome you and pray with you.

Chapel and Sanctuary Flowers: Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of Bart Bennett by Ruth Anne, Claire, Adriane and Sarah.

Scripture for Next Week: John 11: 28-44
Sanctuary services are video recorded and livestreamed.
All songs used by permission: CCLI license #207235.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

will share over 100 pieces of their finest work. The Gallery Walk is in the
Reception Room and up for display throughout the day. Come give a warm
welcome to the students and their families.

Palm Sunday Festival and Crawfish Boil in Two Weeks! Join
us for our Palm Sunday festival on April 2! The congregation will
process around North Boulevard promptly at 10 am followed
by a combined worship celebration in the Sanctuary. There will
be a crawfish boil lunch after worship with fun activities for the
children. Casual dress is encouraged. Overflow parking will
be available in the Old Governor’s Mansion lot on North Blvd. Register by
scanning the QR code or visit fpcbr.org. Price increases Monday, March 27.

Crawfish Code

Manners of the Heart Celebrates Two Decades! This important ministry,
with offices in our church, teaches the Biblical value of respect in schools
across our parish and nation. On Thursday, March 23, Manners will celebrate
its 20th anniversary with a gala reception at the Manship Theatre. A live
demonstration by Gardere Community Christian School will highlight how
Manners works in a classroom. More information at mannersoftheheart.org.

Gardening with God. Women’s Ministry invites all ladies to a special morning
on March 24 from 9 to 10.30 am with Kathleen Pourciau. Kathleeen will teach
us some gardening basics as well as share her personal connection with God
in gardening. Please RSVP to Emily (emily@fpcbr.org).

Colombia Mission Update. Come hear from Brian Miller on the
ministry in Colombia at the Cagley home on Saturday, March 25 at 6
pm. Please RSVP to Valerie Gastinel (225.241.1386). Brian will speak
again Sunday, March 26 in the Journeys Sunday school class (SB 220) at
10.10 am.

A Theology of the Body: March 31 at Christ Covenant. Rev. Sam Allberry
is the best selling author of Is God Anti-Gay? Sam is a same-sex attracted,
celibate, Christian pastor. His seminar takes a deep look at what it means that
we are embodied creatures and how God’s design for sexuality works out in
daily life. Offered by our sister church, Christ Covenant on Lee Drive, the
seminar is Friday evening March 31 at 7 pm and Saturday, April 1 at 9.30 am.
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