ORDER of WORSHIP

First Sunday of Advent
November 27, AD 2022
9 am



GATHERING TO PRAISE

Assisting Pastor: Whitney Alexander

*Welcome and Call to Worship
Inspired by Ruth

Arise! For the LORD has visited his people and has nourished them
with the bread of heaven.
Be with us, LORD, and bless us.

Come and take refuge under the wings of the God of Israel.
Keep us as the apple of your eye. Hide us in the shadow of your
wings.

Bless the LORD! For he has not left you without a redeemer.

May his name be renowned all over the world! He is our restorer,
comforter, sustainer and redeemer.

*Songs of Praise

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
“The Lion and the Lamb”

*Blessing God

Lighting of the Advent Candle
The Candle of Hope will be lit by Mazie, Ivy, Chelsea and Justin Smith.

*Song of Praise
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

*Standing



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

*Greeting and Announcements
Children Kindergarten and younger may go to Children’s Church.

Time with God’s Word
Prayer for the Holy Spirit

Ruth 1: 1-18

In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a
man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he
and his wife and his two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and
the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon
and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went
into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband
of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite
wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth.
They lived there about ten years, and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so
that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.

Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of
Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the LORD had visited
his people and given them food. So she set out from the place where she
was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to
the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return
each of you to her mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you,
as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you
may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!” Then she kissed
them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. And they said to her, “No,
we will return with you to your people.” But Naomi said, “Turn back, my
daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb that they
may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I
am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I should
have a husband this night and should bear sons, would you therefore wait
till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my
daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of
the LORD has gone out against me.” Then they lifted up their voices and
wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.



And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to
her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do not urge me
to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go,
and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and
your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.
May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me
from you.” And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her,
she said no more.

The secret things belong to the LORD our God.
But what has been revealed belongs to us, and to our children
forever. That we may do all the words of this law.

Sermon

Gerrit Dawson
“Don’t Ask Me to Leave You”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Time of Reflection

*Offertory and Song of Response
“Naomi’s Song” by Christopher Phillips

Scriptural Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Another Christmas season approaches, dear Father. Once again,
we are not ready. We feel the pressure of high expectations. We feel
the sadness of loved ones no longer near. We feel the busyness that
keeps us from being still in your arms. We have promised that this
year will be different, but already it seems the same. Oh forgive us,
and help us. Lead us this Advent into the quiet of the holy night and
the true, deep joy of Christmas, for Jesus’ sake, amen.



Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon

INTERCESSION

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

*Song of Response
“Light of the World”

*Response

Blessed be the LORD I AM, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, amen!

Prayer Time: Join us at 10.10 am each Sunday for additional prayer in the Prayer
Room (just to the left of the elevator in the Sanctuary building). One or more pas-
tors/elders, along with others willing to intercede on your behalf, will welcome you.

Chapel and Sanctuary Flowers: Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of Ray John Forrest by Rachel and John Forrest

Scripture for Next Week: Ruth 2: 5-13
Sanctuary services are video recorded and livestreamed.
All songs used by permission: CCLI license #207235.



Live Nativity This Friday! Baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph, angels, wise men
and shepherds will re-enact Jesus’ birth. Join us Friday, December 2 at
5.30 and 6.30 pm in the Terraced Garden.

Men’s Skeet Shoot! All men are invited to a skeet shoot Saturday, December
3. The cost for those who plan to shoot is $60 (includes clays); non-shooter
cost is $15. Scan the QR code or visit fpcbr.org for details.

A Fond Farewell Next Sunday! All middle and high school students are
invited to join us in the Gym from 5 to 7 pm December 4 to celebrate
Paula Walker’s time with us.

Women’s Brunch Celebrating Mary’s Magnificat. Please join us for the
Women’s Ministry Advent Brunch Saturday, December 10, 11 am to 1
pm. Scan the QR code or visit fpcbr.org for details. Cost is $10.

Cantata and Pilgrimage, December 11. From Lips Celestial: the First
Christmas Carol is an original cantata celebrating the special music heard
the night Jesus was born. It will be presented December 11 at 9 and 11 am
worship. There will be no 7.45 service and no Sunday school. Selections
of the Cantata will also be performed at the Downtown Pilgrimage that
night. The Pilgrimage begins at Mt. Zion at 5.30 pm and arrives at FPC at
approximately 6.30 pm.

Christmas Offering for City Ministry. Our annual Christmas offering
(December 11-25) goes directly to support The Downtown Christian Out-
reach Center and the daily operations of Gardere Community Christian
School. Envelopes will be in the pew racks for check and cash donations,
or you may make an offering online at fpcbr.org.

Angels Are Here! Please stop by the Connection Center to receive the name
ofa child whose parent is incarcerated. You can bless them with Angel Tree
gifts on behalf of their parent this Christmas. If you have questions, please
contact Angel Tree Coordinator, Ryan Castle, at 225.773.4769.
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