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Land Ho! It was thrilling to hear the announcement during 

the Kirkin’ service that an agreement has been reached to 

purchase the block just east of us. That’s where Louisiana 

Companies used to be. It’s the property bounded by North 

Blvd., Convention, 8th and 9th Streets. This opens up room 

for expansion and enhancements for our whole campus, 

including more parking.

How are we able to pay for this? The trustees of the church 

and the trustees of the FPC Foundation designed a visionary, 

innovative plan. Our church endowment consists of two sourc-

es: the McLaurin Trust and the Foundation. The trustees of 

both entities agreed to create a non-proÀt corporation which 
will own the property for the church. Portions from the assets 

of both portfolios will be reallocated from stocks and bonds 

to the real estate that is this block of land and buildings.

This purchase humbles, excites, staggers and energizes me. A 

hundred years ago, a congregation sacriÀced to buy land and 
build the magniÀcent sanctuary in which we worship. Over the 
last four decades, faithful members have given funds to the 

church that created our endowment. Careful management, 

along with generous giving, have meant that both the Foun-

dation and the McLaurin Trust have undergirded mission and 

ministry through our church and grown our assets.

Now, these gifts from others will make possible what we can 

do with our church buildings and grounds for the generations 

to follow us.

Do you see the beau-

ty of visionary gen-

erosity? The phrase 

that keeps coming 

to mind is “As it was done for us . . .” Faithful members who 

came before have given us a platform from which we can 

reach into the future. As we approach our 200th anniversary, 

we will be able to participate in renovating and renewing the 

church campus for our children and their children.

Can you imagine if we had to Àrst raise nearly $6 million dol-
lars for the land before we could even begin enhancements? 

Those who went before us, under the careful guidance of 

our present leaders, have already given us this stunning 

head start.

So many people have worked so hard for so long to make this 

possible. I’m so grateful to trustees, elders and staff, and 

above all to the God from whom all blessings Áow.

As we approach our stewardship ded-

ication Sunday November 16, I am 
deeply moved to keep in mind “As it 

was done for you . . .” as we Àll out our 
estimate of giving card.

As always, I love being your pastor,

AS IT WAS DONE FOR US

By GERRIT DAWSON
Senior Pastor
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AN EVENING OF HEALING, 

HOPE, AND PRAISE

REJOICING
A CONCERT OF WORSHIP

THE
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, teaching 
and admonishing one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God (Colossians 3:16).

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP PARTNERS OPEN HOUSE 
Friday, November 21

International Friendship Partner’s November event will celebrate Mid City 
White Light Night with an international Open House. This event will give 
locals and internationals a gathering place for light food and snacks and 
hot and cold beverages – think a hot chocolate bar, co�ee, tea, and cold 
drinks! Join us at LeeAnn & David Kozan’s (3565 Cole Drive) from 6 to  
9 pm.

NOVEMBER EVENTS
2       DivorceCare® Group Begins 
7                      rEcess 
16      Dedicat ion Sunday 
16      Communion Training 
21                IFP Open House 
23      The Rejoicing Concert 
27                 Thanksgiving 
28         Church O�ce Closed 
30                First Sunday of Advent

BIRTHS 
August 28, 2025 
Janie Rose Landreneau 
Parents are Devyn & John-Paul 

BAPTISMS 
October 12, 2025
Charlotte and Henry Stanley 
Parents are Sydney & Clay

FLOWERS    
The Chapel and Sanctuary 
flowers are given . . . 

NOV 2 . . . in honor of the 
celebration of the marriage of 
Juliette Adele Broussard and 
Garrett Joseph McLoughlin by 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Broussard.

NOV 9 . . . to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Jolie 
Berry who faithfully served 
the church as Deacon, Elder 
and Presbytery Moderator by 
her husband Gene and their 
children Katherine Hearn and 
David Berry.

NOV 16 . . . to the glory of 
God and in loving memory 
of Eugenie “Mimi” Wilson 
Alsobrook by Eugenie and  
Harry Burglass.   

NOV 23 . . . to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of her 
parents, Florence and Mack 
Gregorie and in honor of their 
dear aunt, Nita K. Harris, by 
Ann K. Gregorie and  
Nancy Sue Burton. 

  NOVEMBER 2025 																											                         

2

THE REJOICING: 
A CONCERT OF WORSHIP

DIVORCECARE® GROUP
Starts Sunday, November 2

First Presbyterian is hosting a DivorceCare® group beginning November 2 from 5 to 7 pm. 
Our own Chris Phillips and Gerry Arnold will facilitate this gathering using a 30-minute 
video from Christian experts on topics such as anger, the road to recovery, financial 
and legal issues, grief and depression, and forgiveness. We also provide prayer and 
encouragement in a safe place. Sign up online (fpcbr.org) or visit the Church Center 
member portal app.

In a weary world filled with noise, loss, and 
uncertainty, the Church stands as both a place of 
healing and a refuge for the soul. Many among us 
carry quiet burdens — grief that won’t lift, relationships under strain, minds heavy with 
worry. Yet even in the midst of this, there is an invitation, a call to lift our eyes and hearts to 
the One who restores and redeems.

God designed our hearts, minds, and bodies to respond to his presence in worship. When 
we sing, something shifts — fear gives way to peace, despair yields to joy, and heaven 
brushes close to earth. Worship is where healing begins and gratitude takes root.

On Sunday, November 23, at 6 pm, we invite you to join us in the Sanctuary for The 

Rejoicing: A Concert of Worship — an evening overflowing with music, prayer, and the 
presence of God. This is not your typical Sunday service. It is a gathering of participation 
and praise, where every person is welcome to join in song. The Joyful Noise Children’s 
Choir, Chancel Choir, Worship Team, and a host of instrumentalists will unite across 
generations and styles — from timeless hymns to contemporary worship, from rich choral 
harmonies to heartfelt solos. Every note, every voice, every instrument will proclaim who 
God is and what he has done.

There will also be a sacred time of prayer, as our pastors and leaders lift up the struggles 
so many of us carry — from grief and anxiety to the pressures of everyday life. This is a 
space to be honest, to be seen, and to be reminded that hope is not lost. Together, we will 
stand in faith, finding strength and joy in the promise of Christ’s return.

Come ready to sing. Come ready to pray. Come ready to rejoice. Because our God, who is 
able to do immeasurably more than we could ask or imagine, will meet us there.



ANGELS ARE 
LANDING!
Help us to bless 
the children of 
incarcerated parents 
this Christmas. 
Volunteers are needed 
to provide a Christmas 

present for children or to help with gift 
delivery. Visit Scott Kirkpatrick at the 
Connection Center Sunday, November 
16 and 23 to pick up the name of a child. 
You may also contact him at k.scott.

kirkpatrick@gmail.com or 225.978.0803 for 
details.

ADVENT POINSETTIA DONATIONS
All are invited to help decorate the Chapel 
and Sanctuary by purchasing a white 
poinsettia in memory or celebration of a 
loved one. The cost is $35 per plant. Please 
place your order by Friday, December 12 
by using the order form at the Connection 
Center or online at fpcbr.org. Those who 
purchase a poinsettia are welcome to 
take it home after the 6 pm Christmas Eve 
service. 

CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS, ANGELS 
AND WISE GUYS
Would your family like to be a part of 
sharing the gospel in this year’s Live 
Nativity? One rehearsal. No speaking parts. 
All ages. To serve as a member of this 
year’s cast, contact Lauren (lauren@fpcbr.

org) or Chris (chris@fpcbr.org). Rehearsal is 
Thursday, December 4. Performances are 
at 5.30 and 6.30 pm Friday, December 5.

WOMEN’S ADVENT BRUNCH 
Save the Date for December 13
Further details to come 
but please circle your 
calendar for Saturday, 
December 13 for 
the annual Women’s 
Ministry Advent Brunch. 
Our Scripture theme: 
For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

ADVENT IS FAST APPROACHING!

Veteran’s Day-Themed Combined 
Elementary Sunday School Class

Children in grades 1st–5th won’t want to miss 
Kingdom Kids/Quest Preteen Sunday school 
November 9 at 10.10 am as there is a special event 
honoring veterans! Invited veterans will talk to the 
children abCOMMUout how they have served our 
country, God and others. Don’t miss it! Located in 
Room 36 of the Sanctuary Basement.

Communion Training

Kindergarteners through 5th graders are invited 
to attend Gerrit’s Communion training session on 
Sunday, November 16 at 10.10 am in Dunham Chapel.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY BUZZ

SERMON TEXTS
Texts are subject to change. 

NOV 2: Philippians 4:2–3

NOV 9: Philippians 4:4–9

NOV 16: Philippians 4:8–13

NOV 23: Philippians 4:14–23

NOV 30: Genesis 4:9–16 

DEATHS 
October 27, 2025 

Pastor Joseph Moore

PASTORAL STAFF 
GERRIT DAWSON 

Senior Pastor   

DARIN TRAVIS
Associate Pastor for Discipleship

SCOTT GRAHAM
Associate Pastor for  

Pastoral Care and Prayer

COLTON UNDERWOOD
Associate Pastor of Children, 

Youth and Families

CONTACT INFORMATION
225.387.0617    

fpcbr.org   

763 North Boulevard  
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Mother’s Day Out and Preschool 
225.620.0245

BR Christian Counseling Center  
225.387.2287 

brchristiancounseling.com

3

              NOVEMBER 2025	

PRIME TIME CLUB DECEMBER LUNCHEON
Save the Date for December 11

The Prime Time Club (folks over 60) Christmas luncheon will be held on Thursday, 
December 11 at Boudreaux’s Catering (2647 Government Street) from 11.30 am to 1.30 pm. 
Mark your calendars for this wonderful celebration of the Christmas season with your First 
Presbyterian Church friends. Watch for emails with a link to register online.
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PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD SENDS REV. 
SAVAGE TO BATON ROUGE IN 1822
Church History Continued
By Zora Olsson

After a group of churches of various 

denominations had been established in the 

Baton Rouge area, they were organized 

into a unit for mutual assistance and 

for representation in the large national 

bodies. In Mississippi, the Baptists formed 

an association in 1806. Presbyterian 

churches in Mississippi, Louisiana, parts of 

Arkansas, Alabama, and Texas organized 

under the Synod of Kentucky. Groups of 

Christians continued to assemble in various 

communities and were supplied ministers 

by the Synod of Kentucky. Finally in 1822, 

Reverend Mr. Savage was sent by that 

Presbytery to serve as missionary to  

Baton Rouge.

MARSHALL ANN BOURGEOIS

Member Spotlight

As the longest-standing member of First Presbyterian 
Church (received in 1938 through Confirmation), we thought 
it’d be fun to have a chat with Marshall Ann Bourgeois.

What is your earliest memory of the church grounds? 

Growing up, the senior pastor was Dr. Christian. He and his wife lived 
in the church manse which was at the corner of Convention St. and 
8th Street. It was white and had a front porch swing. Dr. Christian’s 
wife started a chapter of Campfire Girls that met at the church.

What is your favorite memory of a church celebration? 

Why, my wedding, of course! (1951). Although, oftentimes Nelson and 
I wondered if we were truly married. Dr. John Melton was on vacation 
so we had an interesting substitute preacher who looked to be about 
20 years old!

What traditions have changed over the years? 

Deacon board members stayed until retirement.

What was Sunday school like? 

I loved being taught Bible stories by my teacher!


